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As a result of strong support from Sen. Fred Berry (D-Beverly), CEANS Board Member Representative Steve Walsh (D-Lynn) and Representative John Keenan (D-Salem) the Massachusetts Legislature passed the Fiscal Year 2008 state budget that included two items supporting the Creative Economy.  Governor Deval Patrick, a vocal advocate for the Creative Economy (see related story), signed the budget into law in July.  The budget provides: 

· $65,000 for the Creative Economy Association of the North Shore and 

· $50,000 for the Enterprise Center at Salem State College for the creative economy. 

The Enterprise Center will be administering both funds.  Christine Sullivan, CEANS Board Chair and Executive Director of the Enterprise Center, noted how far we have come in bringing the issues and concerns of the Creative Economy sector to the attention of the business and political leadership.  "I look forward to leveraging the state support, and will work to assure that these resources are used in a coordinated and optimal way to enhance the North Shore." 

Members of the CEANS Board of Directors  met over the summer to develop a strategic outline for utilizing the $65,000 appropriation.   An event announcing the plans will be held in October 5th at the Enterprise Center.  Check your email and the CEANS website for further updates.


